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REPORT 


Mr,  Chainnaji,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  195 6 of  the  general  conditions,  health  and 
vital  statistics  of  the  Bai*row  upon  Soar  Rural  District. 

The  Report  is  in  oonfomity  with  suggestions  made 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  also  incorporates  a 
section  compiled  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
has  become  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  a change 
of  title  that  is  welcomed  as  being  more  correctly 
descriptive  of  his  office.  The  diseaises  of  filth,  bad 
sanitation  and  poor  housing  are  now  very  much  in  the 
background.  In  this  nev/  chemico-electronic  age  there 
is  a different  environment  and  the  changed  conditions 
have  brought  other  conditions  into  predominance.  The 
new  era  demands  as  ecjual  a vigilance  over  the  guarding 
of  health  as  v/as  ever  demanded  of  the  old. 

No  apology  is  made  for  referring  at  the  outset  of 
this  Report  to  the  association  between  smoking  and 
lung  cancer.  The  direct  relationship  between  smoking 
and  carcinoma  of  the  lung  is  incontrovertible  and  the 
findings  of  the  various  investigators  have  been 
confiimed  in  several  countries.  The  problem  is  a 
serious  one  and  in  combating  it,  two  lines  of  approach 
are  suggested.  The  first  necessary  action  is  to  place 
the  statistical  evidence,  and  the  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  them,  before  the  public  and  to  endeavour 
thereby  to  lower  the  incidence  of  smoking.  This  may 
not  be  completely  successful  as  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  the  inveterate  smoker  will  consciously  or 
unconsciously  try  to  delude  himself  that  the  statistics 
are  ill-founded  or  misleading  and  the  dangers  apply  not 
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to  him.  The  endeavour  to  deter  youth  from  smoking 
may  be  more  successful.  The  other  line  of  approach  is 
to  protect  the  non-smoker  from  the  nuisance  and 
ill-effects  caused  by  smoking..  This  can  be  done  by 
legislation  and  also,  perhaps  as  effectively,  by 
revealing  the  inconsiderate  smoker  as  a menace  in 
society. 

• 

It  is  found  that  smoking  is  prevalent  in  secondaiy 
modem  schools,  less  common  in  grammar  schools  and 
comparatively  rare  in  public  schools.  The  precocious 
smokers  are  the  less  intelligent  boys.  When  boys 
achieve  no  particular  distinction  at  work  or  games 
they  sometimes  tend  to  express  their  individuality  by 
certain  eccentricities  such  as  by  smoking.  Another 
foim  of  expression  of  an  eccentricity  is  to  wear  a 
long  ill-fitting  jacket  and  tight  trousers,  and  to 
adopt  a hair  style  more  suited  to  a duck.  If  the 
adverse  statistics  do  not  discourage  smoking,  an  appeal 
should  be  made  to  the  intellectual  dignity  of  the 
school-child  by  pointing  out  the  senselessness  of  the 
whole  habit  and  showing  hov/  smoking  in  youths  is 
correlated  to,  and  v/itness  of  , a lowered  intelligence. 

One  factor  is  continually  being  raised  that  should 
there  be  a decrease  in  the  consumption  of  tobacco  the 
resulting  fall  in  the  revenue  would  be  serious.  To  a 
great  degree  this  is  a fallacy.  Money  not  spent  on 
tobacco  would  undoubtedly  be  expended  on  other 
commodities  many  of  which  would  be  subject  to  purchase 
tax.  Certain  industries  would  need  to  expand  and  the 
increase  in  production  would  tend  to  lov;er  prices.  A 
gmat  number  of  people  do  not  visit  cinemas  and 
theatres  because  of  the  foulness  of  the  air  due  to 
smoking.  If  the  smoking  nuisance  was  abated  many  more 
patrons  would  visit  these  places  of  entertainment  and 
the  revenue  v/ould  benefit  by  the  increased  returns 
from  the  entertainment  tax.  Insurance  companies  state 
that  claims  made  to  them  because  of  damage  by  fire  are 
considerable.  An  important  cause  of  fire  is  the 
inextinguished  cigarette  and  the  lighted  match  and  if 
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tobacco  smoking  decreased  the  incidence  of  accidental 
fire  v/ould  also  diminish.  The  number  of  claims  made 
on  insurance  companies  v/ould  fall  and  premiums  on 
fire  policies  could  consequently  be  considerably  reduced 
which  v/ould  benefit  both  industry  and  the  private 
sector  of  the  community.  These  are  all  examples  of  the 
monetary  benefits  to  the  community  that  would  follow  a 
decrease  in  smoking  but  mention  is  also  to  be  made  of 
the  prodigous  saving  it  v/ould  bring  to  the  cost  of  the 
National  Health  Service.  Whilst  two  thirds  of  the 
v/orlds  population  is  undernourished  and  starving  it  is 
disturbing  to  consider  the  vast  acreage  devoted  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  tobacco  leaf. 

The  smoker  is  a selfish  creature.  He  puffs  blue 
pungent  smoke  over  his  neighbour  in  cinemas,  in 
restaurants  and  in  public  vehicles  without  the 
slightest  consideration  of  others.  Spitting  is  an 
offence  in  both  the  lower  and  upper  deck  of  a bus  but 
only  on  the  lower  deck  is  smoking  not  allov/ed.  There 
should  be  no  distinction,  and  the  legislation  against 
spitting  in  buses  should  be  extended  to  include 
smoking.  Will  no  political  party  protect  the  rights 
of  the  individual  to  enjoy  clean  air  free  from  the 
reeking  cigarette? 

The  person  v/ho  scatters  litter  aroimd  the 
country-side  is  termed  a lout:  the  habit  of  spitting  is 
referred  to  as  filthy.  These  are  harsh  terms  justifi- 
ably applied.  Society,  in  its  enlightenment,  will  no 
doubt  apply  a similarly  harsh  term  to  the 
inconsiderate  smoker. 

Although  by  the  progress  of  medicine  there  has  been 
an  eradication  of  many  of  the  pathological  causes  of 
death  so  that  an  increasing  number  of  people  are 
surviving  into  the  70  - 80  years*  age  group  the  funda- 
mental biological 'problem  of  senescence  is  still 
unsolved.  The  characteristic  life-span  of  man  still 
remains  at  an  upper  limit  somev/here  betv/een  110  and 
120  years. 
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There  have  been  some  interesting  investigations 
into  the  effect  of  the  rate  of  living  upon  the  duration 
of  life.  It  has  been  found  that  if  young  rats  are 
kept  on  a diet  deficient  in  calories  but  adequate  in 
eveiy  other  respect  their  growth  and  development  are 
arrested.  If  then  noimal  feeding  is  restored  they  grow 
rapidly  to  adult  size  and  live  for  twice  the  normal 
life-span  of  the  strain.  The  increase  in  the  life-span 
does  not  occur,  however,  if  the  rats  are  underfed  after 
puberty. 

It  may  well  be  that  these  findings  are  applicable 
to  man  and  that  increased  feeding  in  childhood  has  an 
adverse  effect  upon  the  ultimate  span  of  life.  In 
recent  times  the  age  of  onset  of  puberty  has  advanced 
quite  markedly  and  it  is  common  to  find  girls  mature  at 
eleven  and  boys  no  longer  in  the  choir  at  twelve.  It 
may  well  be  that  our  babies  are  being  overfed.  Mothers 
are  mistakenly  anxious  of  the  thin  child,  who  is 
probably  going  to  live  till  ninety,  yet  curiously  proud 
of  the  fat  child  whose  future  is  so  full  of  hazard.  In 
many  instances  it  is  the  fat  baby  who  becomes  the  fat 
schoolchild  and  who,  as  an  adult,  is  rejected  for  life 
insurance  because  of  obesity. 

The  term  stress  may  be  defined  ”as  the  internal  or 
resisting  force  brought  into  being  in  the  human 
organism  by  interaction  v/ith  its  environment”.  Stress 
is  manifest  in  disturbances  of  thought,  feeling  and 
behaviour  and  the  illnesses  in  v/hich  stress  is  the 
principle  cause  are  collectively  called  the  stress 
disorders.  Examples  include  most  of  the  skin  diseases, 
asthma,  and  obesity  due  to  compulsive  over-eating. 

There  is  thus  a biological  approach  to  disease  as  well 
as  the  mechanismic.  The  body  is  not  merely  a machine 
in  which  if  one  part  goes  wrong  it  can  be  repaired. 

The  patient  is  to  be  considered  as  a biological  whole 
and  thr  physician  should  ask  of  himself  not  merely 
"v/hy  is  this  patient  ill?”  but  rather  "what  kind  of  a 
person  is  this  and  v/hy  is  he  ill  at  this  psLrticular 
time?”  It  is  to  be  noted  hov/ever,  that  man  thrives 
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best  under  conditions  of  physical  work,  mental 
activity  and  the  shouldering  of  responsibility  up  to 
certain  limits.  Everyone  who  heis  his  responsibilities 
taken  awaj^  fr*om  him  quickly  learns  to  live  dov/n  to  a 
lower  level  and  for  this  reason  it  is  necessairy  to 
beware  that  the  provisions  made  by  the  Welfare  State 
are  not  excessive  and  misplaced. 

The  first  stresses  in  life  are  piTobably  encountered 
by  the  schoolchild.  To  push  a child  beyond  its  mental 
capacity  and  achievement  is  to  cause  frustration  and 
despair  until  finally  the  child  gives  up  the  struggle. 
In  the  consequent  idleness  he  so  readily  becomes  . 
delinquent.  For  the  child  of  low  intelligence  and 
limited  mental  capacity  it  is  fruitless  to  continue 
schooling  beyond  a certain  age  when  he  has  ceased  to 
gain  further  benefit.  It  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
such  children  that  they  be  allowed  to  leave  school  and 
to  find  suitable  employment.  It  is  odd  that  while  one 
line  of  political  thought  is  favouring  financial 
equality  there  is  an  ever  widening  gap  developing 
between  the  stratas  of  mental  achievement.  The  child 
of  limited  mental  capacity  ceases  to  progress  but  the 
child  well  equiped  in  this  respect  is  given  every 
facility  - and  rightly  so  - to  proceed  to  the  Technical 
Colleges  and  the  Universities. 

It  can  be  claimed  that  by  the  epidemiology  of  the 
infectious  diseaises  we  are  no  longer  subjected  to  the 
ravages  of  diphtheria,  tuberculosis  and  the  intestinal 
plagues.  In  the  study  of  accidents  on  the  road  and  in 
the  home  the  epidemiologist  has  a great  part  to  play 
as  the  three  factors  - host,  agent  and  environment  - 
are  again  present.  One  important  cause  of  accidents 
is  the  emotional  factor.  To  punish  a-  child  by  sending 
it  on  an  errand  is  highly  r*ep rehens ible.  'The  child 
sets  out  on  his  errand  full  of  resentment  and  engrossed 
in  his  own  emotional  problem.  In  this  condition  he  is 
heedless  of  danger  and  falls  a victim  to  accident  - an 
accident  that  need  not  have  happened.  Another  factor 
in  the  causation  of  accidents  is  "accident  proneness". 
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Undoubtedly  this  is  a personality  defect  and  some 
interesting  work  on  this  subject  has  been  carried  out 
in  America.  It  v/as  found  that  many  ’’accident -rep eaters" 
were  also  known  to  the  Venereal  Clinics.  The  deduction 
would  be  amusing  if  it  were  not  such  a serious  problem. 

Early  in  the  year  it  v/as  found  that  a manufacturer 
in  the  area  was  offering  for  sale  small,  round,  multi- 
coloured sugar  sweets  packed  in  a pill  box  labelled 
"Kiddies  Mixed  Pills",  The  pill-box  presentation  was 
regarded  as  extremely  dangerous  as  by  an  aLSsooiation  of 
sweets  with  pill  boxes  a child  might  inadvertently 
swalloY/  dangerous  drugs.  The  possibility  of  accident 
W3LS  very  real  but  b^^-  prompt  publicity  the  product  was 
wisely  discontinued. 

In  the  autumn  of  195^  there  v/as  an  outbreak,  chiefly 
in  the  Thurmaston  and  Syston  areas,  of  a virus  infection 
to  which  the  tern  meningism  has  been  applied.  The 
symptoms  included  headache  and  malaise  and  the  illness 
was  of  about  2-7  days  duration.  It  v/as  necessary  to 
keep  the  patients  under  very  careful  observation  as, 
especially  in  the  early  stages,  the  condition  presented 
similarities  to  meningococcal  meningitis  and  in  some 
instances  to  poliomyelitis. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there  has  not  been 
cause  to  enforce  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  in  which  pov/ers  are  given  for  compulsory 
Institutional  care  for  old  people. 

Acknowledgement  is  to  be  made  to  various  sources  of 
information  from  v/hioh  parts  of  this  report  have  been 
compiled.  I am  very  grateful  to  the  Council  for  the 
interest  shov/n  in  the  v/ork  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. To  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Mr.  If.  Donovan,  and  to  all  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
for  their  helpful  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


7 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  - 54,804  acres 

Resident  Population  50,780 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  1956  16,266 

Rateable  Value  £494,998 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £1,952»  11.  Od. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  - Census  1931 

30,862 

Population  - National  Registration  1939 

41,599 

Population  - Census  1951 

47,376 

Population  (Estimated  from  Birth  and 

Death  Rates) 

50,780 

BIRTHS  . 

LIVE  BIRTHS  ■ - 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1955 

Legitimate.  ' ^ ' " • * ' 

430 

355 

785 

671 

Illegitimate 

10 

15 

25 

18 

^ . r.  ■ ■ 

440 

370 

810 

689 

1956 

1955 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
England  and  Wales 

15.95 

13.9 

15.6 

15.0 

t 

STILL  BIRTHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1955 

Leg  I T 1 MATE 

7 

9 

16 

16 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

2 

7 

10 

17 

18 

1956 

1955 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

* 

20.5 

25,4 

England  and  Wales 

23.0 

23.2 

DEATHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1955 

All  causes  and  ages 

287 

238 

525 

450 

1956 

1955 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

10.39 

9.0 

England  and  Wales 

11.7 

11.7 
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INFAm*  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


Legitimate 

I LLEG I T I MATE 


M.  F.  Total  1955 
8 8 16  6 

- - - 1 


Deaths  of  I nfants  under  one  year  of  age 


Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  ' 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  England 

and  Wales 


1956  1955 
20.38  8.9 

- 55.5 
19.75  10.1 

23.8  24.9 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 

M.  F.  Total  1955 

Legitimate  54  9 5 

Illegitimate  - - - - 1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 

1956  1955 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ’ - 11.46  7.4 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  - 55.5 


Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

11.1 

8.7 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1955 

1.  Tuberculosis  respiratory 

5 

1 

6 

9 

2.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 ^ 

: 1 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

— . 

■ 

_ 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- • 

- j.'  ^ 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

_ 

- 

- , 

- 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

_ 

1 

: 1 • 

■'«  — 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  . 

7 

2 

9 

2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  LufiG  * 

14 

2 

16  ' 

12 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  breast 

- 

10 

10 

7 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  & Lymphatic  neoplasms 

23 

18 

41 

41 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

5 

5 

4 

16.  Diabetes 

- 

4 

4 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

46 

47 

93 

61 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

54 

39 

93 

68 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

9 

6 

15 

22 

20-.  Other  heart  diseases 

40 

35 

75 

80 

M. 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  9 

22.  Influenza  ‘ i 

23.  Pneumonia  8 

24.  Bronchitis  11 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  27 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  5 

34.  All  other  accidents  8 

35.  Suicide  ' ’ 4 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


F.  Total  1955 

16  25  16 

3 4 - 6 

19  6 

8 19  , 20 

1 5 4 

1 5 

1 2 . 

4 4 5 

- 3 4 

- - 1 

8 10  3 

14  41  25 

2 7 8 

6 14  13 

1 5 10 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


GENERAL 


The  total  number  of  each  disease  notified  was 


AS  FOLLOWS 


Cerebro-spinal  men I ng it 

Diphtheria  

Dysentery  

Erysipelas  

Food  Poisoning  . . 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis  

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Scarlet  Fever  *. . . 

Tuberculosis  

Typhoid  

Whooping  Cough  . . 


s 


123 

2 

3 

103 

11 

2 

5 

47 

20 

162 


The  following  table  classifies  these  notifications 
(excluding  tuberculosis)  according  to  age  groups:- 
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TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 

Age  Periods 

Age  un- 


Disease 

0- 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

25- 

65- 

KNOWN 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

3 

37 

4 

47 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

28 

30 

83 

3 

2 

- 

- 

162 

- 

Measles 

2 

20 

21 

30 

30 

— 

— 

— 

103 

_ 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

2' 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

- 

- 

9 

- 

11 

9 

Dysentery 

4 

17 

5 

37 

19 

28 

13 

123 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

3 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  1956  the  following  cases  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  were  notified:- 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Age  Respiratory  Non-respiratory  Respiratory  Non-respi^tory 


Periods 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

5- 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

10- 

_ 

— 

2 

— 

— 

15- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

35- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

45- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

65- 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

Age 

Unknown 

IMMUNISATION 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  CHiLDraiN  who  were 
IMMUNISED  DURING  THE  PERIOD  1ST  JANUARY  - 31ST  DECEMBER,  1956:- 


Age  at  Under 

31.12.56  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 .E.  BORN  IN  YEAR  56 

55 

54 

53 

52 

51 

50 

49 

48 

47 

46 

Primary 

Immunisations  70 

431 

59 

12 

7 

13 

6 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Booster  Injections  - 

- 

- 

- 

28 

326 

35 

6 

8 

4 

1 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  QF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  district  is  fortunate  in  being  well  supplied  with 

WATER  BY  THE  LEICESTER  CORPORATION  THROUGH  THE  EFFORTS  OF  THE 

Council.  Barkby  Thorpe  and  Ulverscroft  are  not,  however, 

YET  BLESSED  WITH  A MAIN  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Of  the  16,266  HOUSES  in  the  district  (including  business 
PREMISES  WITH  LIVING  ACCOMMODATION),  15,863  ARE  CONNECTED  TO 
THE  MAIN  SUPPLY  AND  403  HAVE  A SUPPLY  FROM  WELLS. 


SEWERAGE 

The  extension  of  the  sewers  at  Station  Road,  Rearsby,  was 

A LONG  AWAITED  IMPROVEMENT  WHICH  RESULTED  IN  THE  ABOLITION  OF 
CESSPOOLS.  ' 

The  CONVERSION  of  the  Syston  sewage  pumps  to  automatic 

CONTROL  WILL  ENSURE  THAT  SEWAGE  DOES  NOT  STAND  IN  THE  SEWERS 
OVERNIGHT  AND  WILL  BRING  GREATER  EFFICIENCY  TO  THE  WORKING 
OF  THE  Syston  sewage  farm. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  clean  out  the  filter  beds  and 

PROVIDE  NEW  MEDIA  AT  THE  MoUNTSORREL  WoRKS  DUE  LARGELY  TO  THE 
UNSATISFACTORY  EFFLUENT  FROM  A FIBRE  BOARD  MILL. 

It  is  disquieting  to  report  that  the  Cossington  sewage 
SCHEME  incorporating  A MUCH  NEEDED  IMPROVEMENT  TO  ROTHLEY 
SEWAGE  WORKS  STILL  AWAITS  COMMENCEMENT. 

The  SEWERAGE  SCHEME  FOR  RaTCLIFFE,  ReARSBY  AND 
ThRUSSINGTON  and  the  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THURMASTON  SEWAGE  FARM 
WAS  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  MINISTRY. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A SATISFACTORY  SERVICE  HAS  BEEN  MAINTAINED  THROUGHOUT 
THE  YEAR. 

The  Sileby  Tip  has  been  working  satisfactorily  but  the 
Syston  Tip  has  been  found  difficult  to  control. 


PAIL  CLOSETS 

There  are  1,168  pail  closets  in  use  which  is  53  less  than 

LAST  YEAR. 

The  detailed  infof?mation  for  each  parish  is  as  follows: - 
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No. 

OF  Houses 

No.  OF  Houses 

No.  OF  Pa 

WITH  A MAIN 

WITHOUT  A MAIN 

IN  EACH 

WATER  SUPPLY 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Parish 

Anstey 

1241 

10 

94 

Barkby 

115 

18 

28 

Barkby  Thorpe 

2 

16 

13 

Barrow  upon  Soar 

921 

13 

68 

Beeby 

25 

2 

13 

Bl RSTALL 

2392 

— 

- 

Burton  on  the  Wolds 

78 

11 

16 

COSSINGTON 

119 

8 

41 

Cotes 

7 

4 

7 

Croxton  South 

47 

12 

36 

Hoton 

61 

9 

34 

Mountsorrel 

1270  ' 

9 

74 

Newtown  Linford 

316 

16 

2 

Prestwold 

15 

4 

11 

QuENI BOROUGH 

418 

9 

68 

Quorndon 

1062 

15 

24 

Ratcliffe  on  the  Wreake 

39 

12 

19 

Rearsby 

200 

11 

53 

Rothley 

930 

16 

52 

Seagrave 

86 

20 

85 

S 1 LEBY 

1450 

11 

68 

Sw 1 THLAND 

44 

10 

16 

Syston 

1850 

9 

62 

ThRUSSI NGTON 

122 

30 

67 

Thurcaston 

708 

12 

20 

THURM ASTON 

1462 

16 

18 

Ulverscroft 

_ 

48 

14 

Walton  on  the  Wolds 

68 

16 

38 

Wanlip 

27 

3 

14 

WOODHOUSE 

518 

26 

23 

Wymeswold 

260 

17 

93 

15853 

413 

1168 

NEW  HOUSES 

The  following  table  shows  the  figures  for  housing 

OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR°- 


In  Course  of 
Completed  Erection 

Council  Houses  142  168 

Private  Enterprise  603  468 

The  building  programme  since  the  end  of  the  war  has  resulted 

IN  THE  ERECTION  OF  1,694  HOUSES  BY  THE  COUNCIL  AND  84  ^TEMPORARY” 
PREFABRICATED  HOUSES,  AND  1,821  PRIVATE  HOUSES. 
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LABORATORY  SPECIMENS 


Number 

Nature  of  Specimen  Examined 


Throat  and  Nose  Swabs 

270 

Faeces  and  Urine 

587 

Bloods  

6 

Sputa  

247 

V.  & C.  Swabs  

2 

Milks 

20 

Waters 

20 

1 CE  Creams  

30 

Whooping  Cough  

28 

Miscellaneous  

29 

1,239 
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REPORT  OF  TFE  CHIEF  PIBHC  ^£ALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  terminating  the 

OCCUPATION  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Two  Clearance  Areas  - No.  1 Clearance  Area  Mountsorrel 
(2-26,  Market  Place)  and  No.  2 Clearance  Area,  Anstey 
(47-61,  Cropston  Road)  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Goveri««ent.  It  was  also  resolved  that  Nos. 
1-23  AND  2 - 24,  Burg  IN  Road,  Anstey,  1-59  and  2 - 80, 

Church  Hill  Road,  Mountsorrel,  Nos.  1 - 41,  2 - 40  , 67  and 
86,  Martin  Avenue,  Mountsorrel,  all  ex-m.a.p.  bungalows,  be 

DESIGNATED  AS  CLEARANCE  ArEAS. 

In  addition  the  Housing  Committee  considered  represent- 
ations IN  THE  CASE  OF  24  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

The  following  decisions  were  made:- 

12  Demolition  Orders,  action  deferred  in  the  case  of  10 
houses,  a reconditioning  scheme  for  2 OTHER  HOUSES  WAS  ACCEPTED. 

11  HOUSES  WERE  DEMOLISHED,  AS  WELL  AS  82  HOSTELS  AT 

Mountsorrel  as  in  the  latter  case  the  buildings  had  outlived 

THEIR  USEFUL  LIFE  AND  THE  SITE  WAS  NEEDED  FOR  PERI4ANENT  HOUSES. 
Two  HOUSES  WERE  VACATED  AFTER  THE  MAKING  OF  CLOSING  ORDERS. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  dealt  with  26  applications  for 
Improvement  Grants  of  which  20  were  considered  to  be  eligible 
for  grant.  The  basis  of  ^ant  was  31X/3%  of  the  approved  cost 
for  owner-occupier  and  50^  FOR  OWNERS  OF  TENANTED  HOUSES. 

As  THE  RESULT  OF  INFORMAL  ACTION  178  HOUSES  WERE  RENDERED 
FIT,  A FURTHER  28  HOUSES  WERE  DEALT  WITH  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 

Health  Act  and  6 ,undei;?'the  Housing  Act. 

Summons  were  issued  on  the  owners  for  failure  to  repair 
2 houses  and  on  the  owner  of  properties  with  defective  drains. 
All  the  summons  were  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs,  the 

OWNERS  HAVING  DONE  THE  NECESSARY  WORKS. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
FOR  housing  defects  ( UNDER  PuBLIC  HeALTH  OR 
Housing  Acts).  761 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,516 


2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

SUB-HEAD  (l)  above)  WHICH  WERE  INSPECTED 
AND  RECORDED  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  CONSOLIDATED 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  ,65 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  141 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

STATE  so  DANGEROUS  OR  INJURIOUS  TO  HEALTH 

AS  TO, BE-  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION  394 


Clearance  Areas 

(Housing  Act,  1936  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  No.  of  persons 

DEMOLISHED  IN  THE  PERIOD  DISPLACED 


Unfit  Houses  Other  Houses 

1.  Land  coloured 


PINK  AND  PINK  NiL  ‘ ‘ 

HATCHED„  YELLOW 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Land  coloured  grey  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Houses 

NOT  included  in  CLEARANCE  ArEAS 

Houses 

DEMOLISHED  OR  CLOSED  IN  THE  PERIOD 

No.  OF  PERSONS 
DISPLACED 

Houses 

1.  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a) 

Demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

OR  INFORMAL  PROCEDURE  (SECTION  ll) 

93 

299 

(b) 

Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under- 

TAKING  GIVEN  BY  OWNERS  UNDER 

Section  11  and  Still'in  force 

; 2 

5 

(c) 

Parts  of  building  closed 
(Section  12) 

- 

- 

2.  Housing  Act,  1949 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing 

ORDERS  UNDER  SECTIONS  3(l)  AND  3(2) 


3.  Local  Government  (Mi sc.  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders 
UNDER  Sections  I0(l)  and  11(2) 
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Repairs  in  the  Period 


No.  OF  Houses 


4.  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses 
IN  WHICH  defects  WERE  REMEDIED  DURING 
THE  PERIOD  AS  A RESULT  OF  INFORMAL 
ACTION  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  UNDER 

Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts 


178 


5 


Public  Health  Acts  - action  after  service 

OF  FORMAL  NOTICE  - HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 

WERE  remedied:- 


BY  OWNERS 

BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  IN  DEFAULT  OF  OWNERS 


28 

6 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved 
AND  Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Section  5) 

Unfit  Houses  in  temporary  use 

(Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) 

Position  at  end  of  period  Nil 

Purchases  of  Houses  by  Agreement 

9,  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those 

INCLUDED  IN  CONFIRMED  CLEARANCE  ORDERS  OR 

» Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  purchased  in 

THE  PERIOD.  Nil 

Housing  Act,  1936  - Part  IV  - Overcrowding 

There  were  no  cases  of  Statutory  Overcrowding  recorded. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

All  the  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  either  heat- 
treated  (pasteurised  or  sterilised)  or  Tuberculin  Tested. 

Thirteen  bulk  samples  of  raw  T„T.  milk  were  submitted  for 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  AND  ALL  WERE  FOUND  TO  BE  FREE  FROM 
TUBERCULOSIS  BUT  ONE  WAS  INFECTED  WITH  BrUCELLA  AbORTUS.  In 
THE  LATTER  CASE  THE  FARMER  VOLUNTARILY  CEASED  THE  SALE  OF 
MILK. 

14  SAMPLES  OF  T.T.  MILK  WERE  EXAMINED  BY  THE  MeTHYLENE 
Blue  Test  (Cleanliness)  and  13  were  satisfactory. 
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Milk  Licences 


There  are  22  registered  dairies  and  one  distributor  in 
THE  district.  ThE  FOLLOWING  LICENCES  WERE  ISSUED  UNDER  THE 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations:- 

ToTc  Pasteurised  Sterilised 

Dealers®  Licences  7 18  13 

Supplementary  Licences  122 

One  pasteurising  plant  is  licensed  by  the  County  Council. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  14  licensed  private  slaughterhouses  in  the 

DISTRICT  AND  2 KNACKERS®  YARDS. 

A 100^  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  SLAUGHTERED  WAS  MAINTAINED. 

1,665  VISITS  WERE  MADE  TO  INSPECT  6,167  CARCASES,  AN  AVERAGE 
OF  LESS  THAN  4 CARCASES  PER  VISIT.  As  SOME  OF  THE  VISITS  ENTAIL 
A RETURN  JOURNEY  OF  20  MILES  IT  WILL  BE  SEEN  THAT  THE  TIME 
INVOLVED  IN  TRAVELLING  IS  OUT  OF  ALL  PROPORTION  TO  THE  TIME 
SPENT  INSPECTING  THE  MEAT. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

EXCLUDING 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

AND 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

( IF  known) 

651 

59 

i 

25  I 

1 4038 

1394 

Number  inspected 

651 

59 

25 

; 4038 

1394 

- 

All  Diseases 

EXCEPT 
1 UBERCULOSI  S 

1 

1 

4 

Whole  carcases 

CONDEMNED 

Carcases  of  which 

SOME  PART  OR 
ORGAN  WAS 
CONDEMNED 

150 

- 

70 

36 

- 

Percentage  of 

NUMBER  INSPECTED 
AFFECTED  WITH 
DISEASES  OTHER 
THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 

23 

17 

4 

1.7 

2.9 

1 
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Cattle 

EXCLUDING 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

AND 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Tuberculosis  only 

2 

2 

Whole  carcases 

CONDEMNED 

Carcases  of  which 
SOME  part  or 
ORGAN  WAS  CON- 
DEMNED 

35 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Percentage  of  the 

NUrviBER  INSPECTED 
AFFECTED  WITH 
TUBERCULOSIS 

5.7 

8„5 

- 

- 

3.3 

- 

Cysticercosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 

SOME  PART  OR 
ORGAN  WAS  CON- 
DEMNED 

Carcases 

SUBMITTED  TO 
TREATMENT  BY 
REFRIGERATION 

2 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 

TOTALLY  CONDEMNED 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Details  of  Meat  condemned 


All  condemned  meat  is  covered  with  a green  dye  and  small 

QUANTITIES  DESTROYED  BY  BURNING.  LARGER  QUANTITIES  ARE  SENT 

TO  THE  Knackers®  Yards. 

12  Bovine  Forequarters  (2,082  lbs.) 

2 Bovine  Carcases  (1,520  lbs.) 

1 Calf 

6 Pigs®  Carcases 
i Leg  of  Pork 
106  LBS.  Pork 
1 Sheep 

73  Bovine  Livers 
88  Part  Bovine  Livers 
32  Bovine  Lungs 
11  Bovine  Heads 
1 Bovine  Heart 
4 Bovine  Mesenterys 
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3 Bovine  Stomachs 
2 Bovine  Skirts 

7 Pigs®  Mesenterys 
7 Pigs®  Lungs 
28  Pigs®  Heads 
19  Pigs®  Livers 

4 Pigs®  Part  Livers 

7 Pigs®  Plucks 
1 PiG®s  Kidneys 

41  Sheep ®s  Livers 
12  Part  Sheep® s Livers 

8 Sheep’s  Plucks 
1 Sheep’s  Heart 
1 Sheep’s  Lungs 


OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


Fruit 

• • • • • • 

38 

TINS 

Tomatoes 

o • • • • • 

19 

TINS 

Vegetables 

• • • • • • 

16 

TINS 

Soup 

• • • • * • 

18 

TINS  - 

Meat  (tinned) 

• • • • • • 

41 

TINS 

Fish  (tinned) 

• • • • • • 

8 

TINS 

Beef  and  Steak 

Pudding  .. 

1 

TIN 

Salad  Cream 

• • • • • • 

1 

BOTTLE 

Bacon 

• • • • • • 

3 

LBS.  4 OZS. 

Loose  Meat 

• • • • • • 

37 

LBS.  3 OZS. 

Cheese  . .. . 

• • • • • • 

6 

LBS.  8 OZS. 

Sausage  . . . 

o o o e « o 

27 

LBS.  12  OZS 

Meat  Rolls 

O O « Q ♦ O 

o o o 

o o « 

94^  DOZEN 
82^  DOZEN 

Cheese  and  Tomato  Rolls  . 

0 o » 

0*0 

Milk 

0 0 6 0 6 6 

o o c 

o o o 

56 

GALLONS 

ICE  CREAM 


There  are  3 registered  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  who 

PRODUCE  SMALL  QUANTITIES  OF  ICE  CREAM  BY  THE  COLD  MIX  METHOD„ 

124  PREMISES  ARE  REGISTERED  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM  AND 
THE  CONDITIONS  UNDER  WHICH  ICE  CREAM  IS  SOLD  ARE  SATISFACTORY. 

Number  of  Ice  Cream  Samples  taken  ,,  o..  29 

These  were  classified  as:- 

Grade  1 o 21 

Grade  2 » . . 7 

Grade  3 1 

Grade  4 

Grades  l and  2 are  satisfactory. 

4 Ice  Lollies  were  also  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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POOD  PREMISES 


The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  brought  much  wanted 

LEGISLATION  INTO  THE  BUSINESS  OF  FOOD  PREPARATION,  SALE  AND 
STORAGE  AND  THE  OWNERS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  HAVE  TAKEN  NOT 
UNKINDLY  TO  THE  NEW  RULES. 

It  has  been  found  that  a chat  with  the  shopkeeper  or  cafe 

OWNER  USUALLY  HAS  HAD  THE  DESIRED  EFFECT  ALTHOUGH  PERHAPS 
THE  ACTION  HAS  BEEN  A LITTLE  SLOW  IN  FULFILMENT. 

Owners  see  the  necessity  for  a supply  of  hot  and  cold 

WATER  AND  EASILY  CLEANED  COUNTERS  AND  OTHER  SURFACES  AND  MANY 
A SHOP  ASSISTANT  HAS  APPRECIATED  THE  CHANGE  OVER  FROM 
SCRUBBING  TO  WIPING. 

Can  we  hope  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  use  of  news- 
papers FOR  WRAPPING  FOOD?  (OTHER  THAN  ROOT  VEGETABLES). 

This  is  reform  which  we  would  like  to  see  and  one  which 
MUST  BE  achieved  AS  A NEXT  STEP  IN  FOOD  HYGIENE.  THE 
ATTENTION  OF  FISH  AND  CHIP  VENDORS  HAS  BEEN  DRAWN  TO  THE  NEED 
TO  WRAP  COMPLETELY  IN  GREASEPROOF  PAPER.  It  IS  ONLY  WITH 
THE  CO-OPERATION  OF  THE  SHOPKEEPERS  AND  CAFE  OWNERS  THAT  THE 
REGULATIONS  PARTICULARLY  IN  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  CAN  BE  ACHIEVED. 

The  food  premises  are  as  follows  (chief  trades) “- 

Greengrocers  

Grocers  

Butchers. 

Confectioners  (cakes) 

Confectioners -(sweets)  ... 

Fish  and  Chips  (and  wet  fish) 

Bakehouses  ... 

Cafes  

Canteens 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

Food  Factories  


Registered  Premises 


Preserved  Food  and  Sausage  Manufacturers  28 

Manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  ....  3 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream 124 

Number  of  Food  Premises  inspected  ...  301 

Number  of  Inspections  502 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  95 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ' 52 


Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  31st  December,*' 

1956  ..  43 


. 136 
. 40 
. 10 
. 13 
. 12 
. 17 
. 32 
. 19 
. 114 
2 
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SHOPS  ACT 


The  Council  has  delegated  powers  under  this  Act  except 

FOR  THE  ENFORCEMENT  OF  CLOSING  HoURS  AND  REGULATIONS  IN 
CONNECTION  WITH  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  STAFF. 

There  were  123  visits  made  under  this  Act.  Five  contra- 
ventions WERE  FOUND  AND  THESE  WERE  REMEDIED  BY  INFORMAL 
ACTION. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


There  were  160  complaints  of  infestation  with  rats  and 

MICE  REPORTED  INVOLVING  376  PREMISES.  AlL  THESE  WERE  TREATED 

BY  THE  Council’s  Rat  Catcher. 

Regular  visits  were  also  made  to  Tips  and  Sewage  Works 

AND  THE  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  OF  AGRICULTURAL  PREMISES  WERE 
INCREASED.  1n  THE  LATTER  CASE  INFESTATIONS  WERE  REPORTED  TO 

THE  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

The  destruction  of  rats  in  the  sewers  was  also  carried 

OUT. 


CAMPING  SITES 

The  NUT4BER  OF  CARAVANS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  HAS  INCREASED  TO 
254,  THE  MAJORITY  OF  WHICH  ARE  USED  AS  PERMANENT  DWELLINGS. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  a wholesome  water 

SUPPLY  AND  SANITARY  FACILITIES  ARE  AVAILABLE  BUT  LITTLE  IS 
KNOWN  ABOUT  THE  SIZE  OF  THE  FAMILY  WHO  ARE  TO  OCCUPY  THE 
CARAVAN. 

A LEGAL  STANDARD  PRESCRIBING  THE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS 
PERMITTED  TO  OCCUPY  A CARAVAN  ACCORDING  TO  ITS  SIZE  WOULD 
SIMPLIFY  THE  ABATEMENT  OF  OVERCROWDING. 

A SUMMONS  WAS  SUCCESSFULLY  CONDUCTED  AGAINST  A CARAVAN 
DWELLER,  PARKED  ON  THE  ROADSIDE,  FOR  COMMITTING  A NUISANCE. 


OTHER  MISCELLANEOUS  ACTS 


(a) 

Number 

OF 

Knackers*  Yards 

• • • 

• • • 

« • • • • • 

...  2 

Number 

OF 

Inspections  .. 



...  8 

(b) 

Number 

OF 

Pet  Shops  . . . 

...  1 

Number 

OF 

Inspections  .. 



...  2 

(c) 

Number 

OF 

PREMISES  REGISTERED 

UNDER 

Rag 

Flock 

Act,  1951  . 

...  1 

Number 

OF 

Inspections  .. 

... 

... 

...  ... 

...  3 
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(d)  Number  of  contraventions  under  heating  appliances 

(Fireguard  Regulations)  ...  Nil 

(e)  There  are  no  Canal  Boats  registered  in  this  district. 

(f)  a rag  and  bone  dealer  was  fined  £3.  3s.  Od.  and  costs  for 

GIVING  ARTICLES  TO  A CHILD  UNDER  14  YEARS  IN  EXCHANGE  FOR 
RAGS. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


NuT43ER  of  factories  ON  REGISTER  ...  ...  224 

Nuf4BER  OF  OTHER  PREMISES  ...  64 

NufJlBER  OF  INSPECTIONS 120 

Nuf43ER  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS  OF  THIS  ACT  7 

NaiBER  OF  DEFECTS  REFERRED  BY  H.M.  INSPECTOR  3 

Number  of  outworkers  (wearing  apparel)  110 


F 1 RE  Escape  Certificates 


Certificates  as  to  adequacy  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
FIRE  (Section  34)  were  issued  in  respect  of  5 factories. 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Preliminary 

Housing 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

54 

4 

Issued  during  year 

198 

49 

Complied  with  during  year 

178 

46  ' 

Statutory  action  necessary 

24 

7 

Outstanding  31st  December 

40 

2 

Statutory 

Housing 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

15 

- 

Issued  during  year 

24 

7 

Complied  with  during  year 

34 

5 

Outstanding  31st  December 

5 

2 

23 


IMSPECTIONS  MADE 


No.  OF  Inspections 

Animal  Keeping 

85 

Bakehouses 

16 

Dairies 

38 

Drainage  Works 

875 

Dwelling  Houses  (all  purposes) 

1847 

Food  Premises 

502 

Offensive  Trades 

8 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

85 

Rodent  Control 

146 

Schools 

13 

Shops 

123 

Slaughter-houses  and  Meat  Inspection 

1665 

Smoke  Observations 

31 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

243 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises 

10 

Water  Supplies 

80 

Workshops,  outv/orkers,  etc. 

120 

Other  Inspections 

646 

TOTAL 

6533 

I HAVE  THE  HONOUR  TO  REMAIN  YOUR  OBEDIENT  SERVANT, 

- J.  W.  HALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


24 


